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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Erie Co. (Pa.) Medical Society.—At a 
regular meeting held in Erie, on January 7th, 
Dr. Wm. Flint delivered the annual ad- 
dress, subject ‘‘ Medical Delusions of the 
past and present ages.” 

The address was ordered to be published 
in pamphlet form, and a committee ap- 
pointed to attend to the printing and circu- 
lation of the same. 

The following officers were elected for the 
present year :— 

President.—Dr. A. Beebe. 

Vice-President.—Dr. J. Vosburg. 

Recording Secretary. —Dr. James H. 
Stuart. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. J. L. 
Stewert. 

Treasurer.—Dr. L. Strong. 

Censors.—Drs. J. L. Stewart, F. W. Mil- 
ler, and T. J. Kellogg 

Board of Examiners.—Drs. A. G. Ely, 
M. J. Johnson, and J. L. Hall. 

The standing committee for the current 
year was also appointed. 

The committee appointed at the July 
meeting, to Procure a list of all the medical 
practitioners in Erie Co., reported, which 
report accompanies this notice. 





Drs. Perkins, Strong, and Johnson were 
appointed a committee to make a report of 
the proceedings of Society, during the past 
year, to the next meeting of the State So- 
ciety. * 

The election of delegates to the State and 
National Societies was by a unanimous vote 
postponed till next‘meeting. 

After the transaction of various items of 
other business (chiefly of a local nature), 
Society adjourned to meet on the lst Tues- 
day of February. 

Report of committee on the medical cen- 
sus of Erie Co., Pa., presented to the medi- 
cal society of that county at its last meeting : 

Your committee find that there are at 
present seventy-nine persons, in the bounds 
of the county, engaged in the practice of 
medicine. Of that number, twenty are 
members of this Society. 

Six are graduates of respectable schools, 
who are not members. 

Ten who are neither graduates nor licen- 
tiates are considered respectable practition- 
ers, as they practice the profession to the 
best of their ability, in accordance with the 
principles of the orthodox system, without 
resorting to any of the devices of quackery 
to obtain business. 

Thirteen who profess to belong to the 
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regular system are both by their education 
and practice the veriest quacks in the coun- 
try. 

Four who practice Homeopathy, Allo- 
pathy, or anything else, by which they can 
Obtain a share of the ‘‘ loaves and fishes.’’ 

Two “ Simon pure’? Homeopathists. 

Four Uroscopists. 

Three females, who are without any edu- 
cation, but who pretend to practice the va- 
rious departments of the profession. 

Five *‘ eclectic or reformed practitioners.” 

Ten “ Botanic, Thompsonian, or Herb 
Doctors."’ 

Such your committee believe to be a true 
and correct statement of the condition of the 
profession in our county, and we would 
merely remark, in conclusion, that it is such 
as to call for the united efforts of all true 
lovers of science to elevate the character and 
standard of our common and beloved profes- 
sion. 

By order of the Committee, 

J. L. Stewart, Chairman. 


Allegheny Co. Medical Society.—Extract 
from the Minutes of the Medical Society of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, January 
7th, 1861 :— 

The Society entered into an election for 
officers for the present year, which resulted 
as follows: 

President—E. F. Edrington. 

Vice- Presidents — A. M. Pollock and 
Daniel M’ Meal. 

Corresponding Secretary—Robert Sny- 
der. 

Recording Secretaries—S. Dilworth and 
J. W. Shaw. 

Treasurer—J. Brooks. 

Censors—Daniel M’ Meal, Geo. M’Cook 
and A. M. Pollock. 

Board of Examiners—Robert Snyder, R. 
B. Mowry and J. Brooks. 

Delegates to American Medical Associa- 
tton—Drs. Snyder, Brooks, Pollock, Mor- 
gan and Mowry. 

Delegates to Medical Society of State— 
Drs. Gazzam, M’Kennan, Gallaher, Bell, 
T. Dickson, Shaw, Wm. M. Herron, C. F. 
Williams and Gray. 


The Mercer County Medical Society 
held its fifth quarterly meeting in the bo- 
rough of Mercer on the 29th day of October 
last, Dr, Cossitt occupying the chair, and 
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Dr. J. H. Mason acting as Vice-President 
pro tem. 

The minutes being read and adopted, 

Dr. Henderson asked leave to bring be- 
fore the Society an interesting case under 
his care, which was granted. 

A report on surgery was then read by 
Dr. Cossitt, who was appointed for that 
purpose at the last meeting. 

Dr. J. Baskin made a lengthy report on 
obstetrics. 

Dr. G. W. Baskin reported a case of rup- 
ture of the uterus in parturition, resulting in 
the death of the patient. 

Certificates of membership were then dis- 
tributed to the members present. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
were then introduced, and on motion, their 
consideration was postponed to the next 
meeting :— 

Whereas, The medical profession in gen- 
eral has been accustomed heretofore to be- 
stow professional services upon clergymen 
and their families gratuitously, and have con- 
sidered it a pleasure so to do; and where- 
as, there is no clasa of our fellow-citizens, 
with the same influence at command, who 
so readily countenance quackery and patent 
medicines, both by signature and influence ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we will, hereafter, demand 
remuneration from all clergymdn, as from 
other patients, who.in any manner are 
known to lend their influence to the propa- 
gation of medical impositions, under what- 
soever name concealed; to the support of 
irregular practitioners of any kind ; or to the 
dissemination of quack nostrums. 

Dr. Mason was appointed to deliver an 
address before the Society at its next meet- 
ing. A committee was appointed to prepare 
an address to the public, explanatory of the 
objects of the Society. 

Adjourned to meet at Mrs. Bradley’s, on 
the first Tuesday of January, 1851. 

G. W. Baskin, Sec’y. 

Report made to the Mercer county (Penn.) 
Medical Society, explanatory of the objects 
of the Society.— [We invite attention to the 
following report, because we have reason 
to believe that the Physicians in many coun- 
ties in this State have been deterred from 
forming county Medical Societies, by the 
fear of being charged with exclusiveness, 
and of incurring the odium of the public, 
by the clamors and misrepresentations of 
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those who would necessarily be excluded. 
Such charges are fully refuted in this report, 
and we trust that these groundless appre- 
hensions will no longer prevent the Physi- 
cians throughout our State from performing 
a great duty,—due alike to themselves and 
the profession,—to associate for mutual im- 
provement and mutual protection.) 


REPORT: 


At the last meeting of the Mercer Co. 
Med. Society, the undersigned were appoint- 
ed to draft an address to the public, expla- 
natory and defensive of the objects of that 
body, and in discharging that duty, the fol- 
lowing is submitted : 

The tendency of the age is to association 
of effort, and the fraternizing of interests. 
Acknowledging the force of the motto “ in 
union there is strength,’’ and prompted by 
the spirit that recognizes ‘‘ wisdom in a mul- 
titude of counsel,’’ every calling and profes- 
sion, from the artisan at his bench to the 
minister at the altar, the advocates of every 
creed and opinion, in civil or religious mat- 
ters, have strengthened themselves by or- 
ganization. Impelled by the example of 
those around, and feeling the necessity of 
greater effort, and actuated by the desire to 
advance the cause of medical science, and 
elevate medical character, the Physicians of 
Pennsylvania (in convention assembled) 
formed themselves into the Medical Society 
of Pennsylvania, to be composed of delegates 
from County Societies, instituted according 
to the provisions of the constitution they 
then adopted, and in the second article of 
which the objects of that body are stated 
to be ‘‘ the advancement of medical know- 
ledge, the extension of the bounds of medical 
science, and the promotion of all measures 
adapted to the relief of suffering humanity, 
and to improve the health and protect the 
lives of the community.’’ In an address 
accompanying their published proceedings 
for 1849, the profession throughout the 
State are warmly urged to organize county 
societies. ‘The advantages to accrue there- 
frem were so plainly advanced that, in ac- 
cordance with their recommendation, the 
physicians of this county (convened by a 
roll numerously signed), formed themselves 
into the ‘‘ Mercer County Medical Society,’’ 
and adopted a constitution based upon the 
requirements of the State Zociety, to which 
it is auxiliary. 

‘he preamble of that instrument sets 
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forth the general design of the Society to 
be ‘“‘to secure the advancement of medical 
knowledge, the elevation of professional 
character, the protection of the interests of 
its members, and the health and lives of the 
community.’ The further to promote this 
design, and conceiving that no profit or in- 
struction could arise from the indiscriminate 
association of all who have assumed the 
title of Dr., and wishing to make member- 
ship in the society the worthy object of an 
honesable ambition, and hoping to incite 
those falling short of the qualifying standard 
to renewed effurt to attain thereto, there 
was inserted in the body of the constitution 
a provision requiring any applicant for mem- 
bership to be prepared by ‘‘ attendance on 
a respectable medical school, or by fifteen 
years’ practice, and moreover, to be in good 
standing, professionally and otherwise, in 
the place where he resides.”’ 

Another clause debars from membership 
any physician, however well qualified by 
diploma or practice, who has so much of the 
spirit of the Quack, or the love of lucre so 
strong within him, as to lend his name and 
influence to the dissemination of quack nos- 
trums or remedies, by certificate, sale or 
prescription, and who will directly or indi- 
rectly countenance or encourage irregular 
practitioners or their errors. Against the 
society governed by such a constitution, and 
exacting such conditions, the charge of self- 
ishness and exclusiveness has been urged. 
But is this just? In thus separating them- 
selves from those whom they deem irregular 
practitioners, whether Eclectic, Homao- 
pathic, Thomsonian, or whatever name they 
may have, the Society does not utterly con- 
demn the various systems upon which they 
pretend to medicate. Doubtless there is a 
correct basis for every medical theory that 
has ever been broached; some principle, 
the soundness of which all would recognize. 
It is the superstructure that is at fault, and 
whose want of architectural harmony with 
the foundation strikes unpleasantly the sense 
of the beautiful and good. The fountain is 
pure, but is it a wonder that in its passage 
through miry minds and muddy intellects, 
the stream has become impure and defiled ? 
In the great overgrown abeurdity, the Hy- 
dropathic system, which now ranks among 
its deluded votaries many men of intelli- 
gence, we would scarcely be able to recog- 
nize the deformity and distortion of the. 
simple and universally admitted fact that 
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cold water isa sedative, the application of 
which to local inflammations is capable of 
promoting their resolution—and yet, upon 
that fect, known and acted upon for many 
an age, is built the system of Preisenitz, and 
upon its misapplication is predicated his 
claims to immortality, 

The Herb, or as it|has latterly been de- 
nominated, the Eclectic system (as it exists 
in this county at least), can claim no more 
reputable origin than a strong prejudice en- 
tertained by the community against the use 
of calomel and bload- letting—a prejudice 
engendered by the abuse of those remedial 
measures by ignorant or careless practition- 
ers, to the injury of the afflicted. That this 
abuse does exist, is) admitted, deprecated, 
and avoided by every honest, capable phy- 
sician; but this not satisfying the bigotry 
of many bers of the nity, their 
prejudices are fantastically tricked out ina 
botanical garb, and returned to them as a 
great medical reformation. And this is the 
Eclectic system, and nothing more. 

But is it right that therapeutic means of 
guch value should be laid aside, because in 
the hands of some they are abused? As 
well abjure the use of fire, because by it the 
incendiary lays waste cities and towns, and 
endangers the lives of his fellow-citizens— 
the use of water, because sometimes great 
floods sweep in devastation over the land— 
or any other good thing whose use is some- 
times perverted tothe injury of its recipients. 
And in all the other systems there is some 
fact, therapeutic or otherwise, that is admit- 
ted into our system in its simple force and 
purity, and suffered to have its due weight 
and bearing, but which with them serves 
only as a nucleus for an unsightly growth, 
from which an equally hurtful practice 
flows. 

. Inrejecting, therefore, all association with 
the advocates of these different systems, the 
society wishes only to express its marked 
disapprobation of the fantasies that have 
been conjured up and around simple truths 
by the would-be medical reformers and their 
followers. But apart from the errors of 
their theories, it is too true that those who 
minister after these new fashions are, gene- 
rally, ignorant, and by nature and from want 
of education utterly unfitted for the calling 
they assume—repudiating the necessity 
of anatomical knowledge, and discarding 
the knowledge gathered from the ex- 
tended research of the great and good in 
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every age—thus rendering themselves un- 
worthy of becoming associated with men of 
intelligence, and who look for wisdom in 
other minds besides their own. The theories 
and principles that govern the members of 
this society have been elaborated from the 
experience of centuries, collated from all ac- 
cessible sources, by receiving all that comes 
supported by reason, and rejecting all that 
bears" not that high impress. Ages have 
passed since the foundation of our science 
was laid, and ever since, by the careful eli- 
mination of the evils, and the explosion of 
the errors that from time to time have in- 
truded themselves, it has been gradually and 
steadily advancing to that perfection to which 
we hope it will ultimately attain. We do 
not claim for it perfection now, but that is 
the high mark at which we aim, and we 
cheerfully yield our adhesion and reverence 
to that system which has survived the rise 
and fall of thousands of medical novelties 
and delusions. Here then are the reasons 
for excluding from our society those who 
are denominated quacks or irregular practi- 
tioners—reasons that should exculpate us 
from the charge of selfishness—thinking as 
we do that it is the only means of preserv- 
ing the character of the profession, and ele- 
vating its standard. Nothing but this will 
serve to draw the line of demarkation be- 
tween the Physician and the Quack, and 
save us from being confounded in the public 
estimation with the ignorant charlatans who 
assume the titles of the profession, as a 
cloak under which they perpetrate the vilest 
knavery. When we thus respect ourselves 
and our calling, an intelligent community 
will be prepared to accord to us their re- 
spect. The objects of, and benefits that 
may accrue from our Association, are not, 
however, limited to the profession at large, 
but there are advantages that are more im- 
mediate and personal to its members, and 
the community dependent on them for medi- 
cal attendance. Physicians resident in the 
crowded marts and densely populated towns 
enjoy, through their nearness to each other, 
their frequent assembling together, their 
meeting around the couch in consultation, 
and in their interchange of sentiment and 
opinion, privileges of which the country 
practitioner is deprived. In these advan- 
tages, coupled with the facilities for improve- 
ment, and the honest and laudable emulation 
that is excited by this frequent conflict of 
mind with mind, may probably be found one 
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of the chief causes of that pre-eminence that 
is accorded, perhaps too generally, to the city 
physician. But that such communion does 
inure to the interest and improvement of all 
is undoubted, and it should be a leading ob- 
ject with every community to cultivate and 
encourage friendly sentiments among, and 
promote the frequent meeting and consulta- 
tions of, their physicians. ‘The formation 
of our Society will lead to more frequent in- 
tercourse, and the establishment of more 
kindly relations. By being assembled to- 
gether from time to time, they will be the 
better able to understand each other, and 
will be freed from that spirit of jealousy and 
ungenerous rivalry, which, unfortunately, 
embitters their feelings. Those familiar 
with the history of the physicians of this 
county can well attest the necessity of some 
measure that will accomplish this last end ; 
for truly and to their shame, there has been 
too little of that honourable spirit of emula- 
tion that should characterize a profession so 
noble—too much of regard for self, and too 
little for the feelings of their patients, and 
the wishes of the community among the 
physicians of this county. 

Another and the great object is the direct 
improvement of the members of the Society 
in medical knowledge, by affording certain 
and more frequent opportunities than would 
otherwise occur, for comparing observations, 
detailing practice, and imparting counsel. 

We have thus briefly (we aimed at brev- 
ity) noticed the origin and some of the lead- 
ing objects of our Association, and we trust 
that we have so discharged our duty as to 
satisfy all of the laudable and philanthropic 
spirit and motives of its members, and to 
elicit for their undertaking and themselves 
the approbation and support of an intelligent 
community. 

Dr. H. D. LA COSSIT, 

“ W.G. HENDERSON, 
*« C. M. STEWART, 

“ J.H. MASON, 

“ C.I. DAWSON, 

“ G. W. BASKIN. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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Indian Children from Central America. 
—Dr. J. Mason Warren read before the 
Boston Society of Natural History, at their 
first meeting in January last, a paper con- 
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taining some observations upon the two re- 
markable Indian children from Central 
America which have lately attracted the 
attention of scientific men and the public of 
Boston. These children are a boy and 
girl. The condition of the teeth would place 
the former between seven and eight years 
of age, the latter between four and six. 
‘The boy is 332 inches in height, and his 
weight is 20% pounds. The girl is 294 
inches high, and her weight 17 pounds. The 
skjn is of a dark yellowish colour, lighter 
than what is generally attributed to the pure 
Indian and somewhat darker than that of 
the Mulatto. The hair at the middle part- 
ing rises at an inch distant from the root of 
the nose, but on each side a fine hair de- 
scends quite to the edge of the orbit. In 
the boy it is black. coarse and quite stiff— 
in the girl wavy and curled. The eyes are 
large, dark and lustrous. The nose of the 
boy is quite prominent, and as seen in pro- 
file somewhat arched, but seen in front it ia 
alittle flattened at the apex; the nostrils 
are expanded, this feature being less marked 
in the girl than in the boy. The line of the 
nostril is oblique instead of being longitudi- 
nal as in the Caucasian race. The separa- 
tion of the cartilages at the apex is not easily 
distinguished. The supra-orbitar ridges are 
very prominent, the head receding directly 
behind. There are no superciliary promi- 
nences or tubercles. In the boy a ridge, 
with its convexity towards the median line, 
extends from the external angular process of 
the frontal bone along the edge of the parie- 
tal bone, and nearly joins the elevated occi- 
pital ridge. The occipital bone is much 
flattened from behind, forwards. The mid- 
dle line of the os frontis corresponding to 
the continuation of the sagittal suture in the 
foetal division is also elevated into a ridge in 
the male, but not in the female. A circum- 
stance of some interest is the situation of 
the external auditory foramen which is much 
more in a line with the orbit than usual, a 
fact he had observed in some small heads of 
low intelligence. There are no indications 
that artificial compression has ever been 
used. In both of the children the upper 
jaw projects considerably beyond the lower, 
the mouth remaining partly open in the boy, 
from a dropping of the lower jaw which 
leaves the teeth partly exposed. The com- 
bination of these two circumstances, con- 
nected with a slight escape of the saliva, 
gives a more unintelligent expression to the 
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face when at rest than it would otherwise 
have. The upper lip is large, and appears 
swollen as in strumous subjects. The chin 
is receding. 

The anatomical proportions of the girl 
seem to be in most respects as perfect as 
could be desired; with regard tothe boy, 
the following are worthy of notice. The 
forearm is generally maintained in a slightly 
bent position, and in a state of semi-prona- 
tion, permitting neither entire extension nor 
perfect supination, forming laterally an ob- 
tuse angle outwards with the arm. The 
little finger is malformed, being shorter than 
usual, its tip extending only a little beyond 
the middle joint of the adjacent; the last 
joint is inflexible, and the natural folds on 
the back of the phalanges, which denote its 
position, are wanting. A slightly webbed 
appearance is given to the fingers by an in- 
creased development of the interphalangeal 
folds of skin. The hand itself is quite short, 
broad and thick. 

The general position of these children, es- 
pecially in the boy, is not unlike that of some 
of the monkey tribe, with the head thrown 
forward, a slight stoop of the shoulders, and 
bending of the knees; the motion is un- 
steady. r 


Measurement of Girl’s Head. 


Head, 13 inches in circumference. 

Ant.-post. diameter 44 inches. 

Lateral diameter, 33 inches. 

Over top of head from one auditory pas- 
sage to the other, 8 inches. 

Ear, 13 inch. 

Facial angle, 65. 

Measurement of Boy’s Head. 

Circumference over hair and scalp, 13 
inches. 

Antero-posterior diameter, 44 inches. 

Bi-temporal, not quite 4 inches. 


From one auditory passage around the: 


head to the other, 74 inches. 
Do. around the occiput, 54 inches. 
Fronto-occipital curve, 8 inches. 
Ear, 2 inches. 
Facial angle, 60.’’ 


Dr. Warren then remarked that in appear- 
ance “ they were agreeable and intelligent, 
apt to comprehend, particularly if accompa- 
nied by proper gestures. They are desti- 
tute of any language of their own, but seem 
to acquire words readily, and have already 
learned to say ‘Papa,’ ‘Mamma,’ ‘ Ellen,’ 
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‘Take care,’ &c., showing them to be ca- 
pable of instruction. They are imitative, 
and nothing escapesthem. Their habits re- 
semble those of a child of two or three years 
old, and like the latter they are in constant 
motion.’” 

Considering their degree of intelligence, 
Dr. W. pronounced the size of the head the 
smallest that had come under his notice, 
and for the purpose of comparison intro- 
duced accurate measurements of several in- 
fants, dwarfs, idiots, ourangs, etc. After 
these, he quoted from Pinel an instance of 
that degree of idiocy which is the extreme 
limit of human degradation, in which even 
instinct no longer exists. To these remarks 
was appended a sketch of two or three of 
the most celebrated dwarfs, with a view to 
display the degree of intelligence actually 
possessed by them. After a further exami- 
nation into the subject of idiocy, Dr. W. 
came to the following conclusions, in regard 
to the subjects under notice :— 

1. That these children are possessed of a 
very low degree of mental and physical or- 
ganization, but are not idiots of the lowest 
grade. 

2. That they probably originated from 
parents belonging to some of the mixed In- 
dian tribes. 

3. That they do not belong to a race of 
dwarfs, because history teaches the truth of 
the doctrine stated by Geoffroy St. Hilaire, 
that dwarfs cannot perpetuate their kind. 

Dr. Warren exhibited a very accurate co- 
loured sketch of these Indian dwarfs, from 
the pencil of Dr. J. C. Dalton. 

Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—This Society will hold its fourth 
annual meeting in Philadelphia, at 11 
o’clock A. M., on the last Wednesday in 
May. The different county societies 
throughout the State, it is to be hoped, will 
appoint delegates at an early day, and take 
measures to be fully represented. 

New York Academy of Medicine.—This 
very active and useful Association, at their 
meeting on the 8th of January, elected Alex. 
H. Stevens, M. D., President for the present 
year. It is a well-merited compliment to 
one of the most zealous and influential mem- 
bers of our profession—one whose influence 
is unceasingly devoted to the improvement 
of ourscience and the elevation of the stand- 
ing of those who cultivate ii. 
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Albany Medical College.—The catalogue 
and circular of this school, which have just 
been received, show the number of students 
closing the last term to have been 93, of 
which number 24 received the degree of 
M. D. 

Elements of Medical Jurisprudence. By 
Professors ‘I’. R. Beck and J. B. Beck.— 
The second volume of the new edition of 
this valuable and elaborate work has just 
appeared, and every one who wishes to be 
fully posted up on the subjects of which it 
treats should place a copy of it in his library. 

Medical College Circulars.—Several of 
our cotemporaries have censured, and with 
great propriety, the spirit and language of 
these circulars. In boastful tone, puffing 
spirit, and self-laudatory language, it must 
be admitted that some of these circulars 
violate every rule of professional etiquette 
and propriety, and may compare with the 
most notorious of the quack advertisements 
of the day. We trust that what has been 
said will effect an abatement of the evil com- 
plained of, which is alike discreditable to the 
schools and a scandal to the profession. 

Some of the editorials and announcements 
of the Medical Journals, we are pained to 
say, are also nearly equally obnoxious to cri- 
ticism from their immodest self-laudation and 
boastful pretensions. We are unwilling to 
signalize the offenders, and hope that they 
will awake to a due sense of propriety, and 
set an example, as is their especial duty, 
of rigid adherence to the ethics of the profes- 
sion. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Itch cured in three days.—Dr. Bazin, one 
of the Physicians to the Hépital St. Louis, 
has addressed an interesting report to the 
Administration of Hospitals, in which he 
gives a new method for the prompt cure of 
itch. It consists in roughly rubbing the pa- 
tient with the ordinary alkaline sulphur oint- 
ment, over his entire body, without except- 
ing asingle spot. After two or three fric- 
tions the ascarus is killed, and the patient is 
cured —Journ. des Connaiss. Med. Prat. 
et de Pharmacologie, Sept. 1850. 

Another death from Chloroform.—The 
Gazette Médicale de Paris, of the 7th of Sep- 
tember, records another death from chloro- 
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form, which took place at the féte of As- 
niéres. A young artist, M. Brindeau, being 
tormented with a severe toothache, returned 
home to have recourse to chloroform, which 
he was in the habit of using under similar 
circumstances. Half an hour afterwards, his 
wife entered his chamber and found him 
dead, extended on his bed, with a hand- 
kerchief in his hand, which he had wet with 
chloroform, applied to his mouth. 

American Antidote against Snake Poison. 
—Dr. Pereira submitted to the Pharmaceu- 
tical Society a specimen of cedron seeds 
(seeds of simaruba cedron) from Panama, in 
South America. These seeds have long 
been used, and with great confidence, by 
the native doctors of Panama, as an antidote 
against snake-poison. The reputation they 
have thus acquired has recently attracted at- 
tention in France, where it is said a great 
congress of medical men is appointed to be 
held next month, for the purpose of testing, 
by experiment, the virtue of this celebrated 
remedy ; and two gentlemen, M. Auguste 
Guillemin and M. Hippolyte Fournier, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics of the Department of 
Arvegron, have offered themselves to be 
operated upon. It is announced that all 
the different States of Europe will be repre- 
sented at the congress. The remedy is pro- 
posed to be applied also for the cure of 
mental disease and epilepsy. Notwith- 
standing the interest which has been thus 
excited on the Continent, by the descriptions 
given of the wonderful effects produced by 
the cedron, Dr. Pereira appears to have very 
little faith in its efficacy, at least in such 
cases as those referred to. 

The following is Dr. Pereira’s description 
of the cedron :— 

‘‘The specimens of the seeds and fruit 
which I possess were brought, a few months 
ago. from Panama, by a gentleman (not a 
medical man). They were given to him by 
W. Barrington, Esq., an English surgeon 
at Panama. To the taste these seeds are 
intensely bitter, and, doubtless, like the 
bitter barks and woods of other simaruba- 
ceous plants (e. g., Quassia and Simaruba), 
they possess the properties of bitter tonics, 
and might be useful in dyspepsia, and per- 
haps even ague. Notwithstanding the faith 
of the Panama doctors, I am afraid there is 
not a shadow of hope that these seeds will 
prove an antidote against snake-poisons ; 
all the reputed antidotes to snake-poisons 
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having hitherto _ unworthy of trust 
when used under the|eye of competent ob- 
servers.”’—Med. Times, Dec. 14th. 






The true Oil of Origanum —Mr. Dante. 
Hansury read before the Pharmaceutical 
Society a paper on this subject, in which he 
pointed out the fact) that the essential oil 
met with in commerce in this country under 
the name of oil of origanum, is not obtained 
at all from the origanum plant (origanum 
vulgare), but from |the thymus vulgaris. 
Mr. Hanbury’s attention had been first di- 
rected to this subject in a tour through the 
South of France, when he had the opportu- 
nity of collecting some of the plant in the 
department of Gard, where the oil is distilled, 
and specimens of the plant and oil were 
brought to this country. ‘The plant was ex- 
amined by Dr. Lindley and Mr. Bentham, 
and was pronounced) to be thymus vulgaris, 
and the oil was found to be identical with 
the oil of origanum|of English commerce. 
In the district in which it is made, it is called 
oil of thyme ; and, indeed, this name is very 
often popularly applied to it in this country ; 
but most of our writers on materia medica 
have represented it as an incorrect appella- 
tion, and indicated the origanum plant as its 
true source. Mr. Hanbury has subsequently 
had the origanum piles submitted to distil- 
lation, and a specimen of the oil was laid 
before the Society. [tis essentially different 
from the oil met with in commerce.— bid. 





interne at the Salpétriére, introduced a novel 
mode of percussion,| which consisted in the 
employment of a common sewing thimble 
placed on the fore or middle finger, so as to 
include a small quantity of air between the 
end of the finger and |the bottom of the thim- 
ble. This instrument communicates a clear- 
ness and intensity to the sounds which ena- 
ble the physician to detect variations not 
indicated by the finger alone.— Dublin Med. 
Press, Dec. 1ith., | 


New Mode of pti, inode Porrson, 





The Sanitary State of London.—Accord- 
ing to the Report presented to the City 
Commiasioners by Mr. Simon, on Tuesday 
last, it appears that the deaths, during the 
52 weeks ending the 28th of September, 
1850, in the city of London, were 2,752, and 
the rate of mortality was estimated at some- 
what leas than 22 deaths out of every thou- 
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sand living persons ; while under the ravages 
of the pestilence of last year the general 
death-rate had risen to the height of 30 in 
1000.— [bid. 


Hernia through the Linea Alba.—Mr. 
Harris communicated to the Liverpool 
Med. and Path. Society a case of this occur- 
ring in a young woman, who, after her first 
labour, which was not unusually severe, felt 
an abdominal tumour, which proved to be a 
hernia through the linea alba of such extent 
as to reach from the pubes to the umbilicus, 
the recti muscles being separated throughout 
this extent so far as to admit of four fingers 
in breadth being placed between them, when 
the hernia was reduced.—Lond. Med. Gaz., 
Dec. 1850. 


Local Anesthetic Agents.—M. Aran, in 
a note addressed to the Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris, on the value of various anzes- 
thetic agents, in reference to their local ac- 
{ tion, gives the following as his conclusions: 

1, All those volatile agents that are recog- 
nized as general anzsthetics possess the 
same property when applied locally. 

2. This local power is not in direct rela- 
tion to their general anesthetic powers, but 
is in an inverse ratio to their volatility. Thus 
the Dutch liquid, or chloride of olefiant gas, 
exceeds all others; chloroform excels ether, 
&c. &c. 3 

3. Some of these agents do not produce 
any irritation of the skin—e. g. ethers, alde- 
hyde, and benzine ; while others, as chloro- 
form and Dutch liquid, cause a sense of 
burning, and, if applied long enough, pro- 
duce vesication. 

4, Therefore the Dutch liquid is the best 
local anesthetic agent: its action endures a 
longer time, it produces only slight stimu- 
lation of the surface, and has a“less dis- 
agreeable odour than the ethers, &c. 

5. It is not necessary to employ large 
quantities for obtaining these local effects ; 
from fifteen to thirty drops of the chloride of 
olefiant gas, covered with a moist compress, 
will suffice to allay pain in most cases,— 
Ibid. 





Obituary Record.—Died in Paris, on the 
15th Dec. 1850, Royer Collard, M. D., 
Prof. of Hygiene at the Faculty of Medi- 
cine of Paria, at the early age of 47. 








